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IN SAMUEL EGERTON LEIGH, 8 „ 


Apbkrss Eb ro uts ; BROTHER, IG, Bo 
Sin EGERTON LEIGH, Barr, — + 
Recommending him to "TR off the Syſtem ol 0 . 
Hypocriſy, by quitting a Line wherein he attempts to delude „ 4 
the Minds of the People, by ſtriving through an artful Mode of ID TT F | 
Preaching to convince them he poſſeſſes Religious Principles, | = 85 f 
when in Fact he has not a true Spark of Gratitude, Humanity, ; | | | [ 
Charity, or any one Chriſtian Virtue, And further to recom. „ 
mend him to attend to the Chriſtian Faith, as eſtabliſhed in the „„ A 
Church of England. Whereby he may not only be reſtored to Co a 


Society, but through the Divine Aſſiltance of God, mend a 

Life, Daily ſinking deeper in Iniquity, by which he may really | | | ; 
do good in the Mor ld, and Fuſtice to his Family: and ſecure e . 1 i 
een for a Soul now in a en, State. 5 + 


14h. N or r Paovzass, 19th Ven, 


A Brother offended is harder to be won than a ſtrong City 1 5 
and their Contenttons are like the Bars of a cle. ́ f I 
1ſt Crayres of EccLEstasTICUS, 29h VERSE. N 

4 

Be mot an Hypocrite in the Sight of Men : 7 and kale god . 


115 Cr. or Prov. Paar OF THE x gib Vans. 5 
1. Hypoerite, with his Mouth, deftroyeth his Neighbours | 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 


You. will probably at fir light 


of this letter, feel inclined to blame me for Pub- 
lining any thing addreſſed to a Brother upon terms 
that you may imagine harſh; but if you were 
acquainted with every circumſtance as J am, you 
would pauſe to wonder how I could be ſo mild; 
for what you will perhaps read now in the light 
of ſeverity, you would then think too gentle to 
be the addreſs even of an offended lamb. I have 
tried all the gentle means that human nature could 
invent, to endeavour to bring my Brother to reaſon, x 
and to induce him to act with chriſtian virtue; and 
to give you a more perfect idea how hard a taſk ; * 
is to move his heart to feeling, Iam well convinced, . 
and vertly believe, (for it is not without reaſon 1 
ſpeak) that if 7 who am his only Brother, had been 
on my death bed for want of food to keep life and 
foul together, and any one had repreſented my 
ſituation to him; he would not have ſtretched 
his hand forth to ſave me, if he thought it would 


have coſt him a twentieth part of what it has alrea- 


dy to build meeting houſes, and give to rangers 
who follow him for what they can get. After 
this hint I think I ſhall be excluded from cenſure. | 


Thank Almighty Cod 1 ſhall never in all pro- 


_ bability be in want, if I vas, I moſt certainly ſhould 
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ro THE PUBLIC. 


liſhing any thing addreſſed to a Brother upon terms 
that you may imagine harſh ; but if you were 
acquainted with every circumſtance as 1 am, you 
would pauſe to wonder how I could be ſo mild; 
for what you will perhaps read now in the light 
of ſeverity, you would then think too gentle to 
be the addreſs even of an offended lamb. I have : 
tried all the gentle means that human nature could 85 
invent, to endeavour to bring my Brother to reaſon, 
and to induce him to act with chriſtian virtue; and 
to give you a more perfect idea how hard a taſk | it 
is to move his heart to feeling, Iam well convinced, 
and verily believe, (for it is not without reaſon I 
ſpeak) that if 7 who am his only Brother, had been 
on my death bed for want of food to keep life and 


ſoul together, and any one had repreſented my 


ſituation to him; he would not have ſtretched 
his hand forth to ſave me, if he thought it would 
have coſt him a twentieth part of what it has alrea- 
dy to build meeting houſes, and give to rangers 
who follow him for what they can get. After 
this hint I think I ſhall be excluded from cenſure. 


| Thank Abnighty God I ſhall never in all pro- 
bability be in want, if I cas, I moſt certainly ſhould 
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© will probably at firſt fight 
of this letter, feel inclined to blame me for Pub- 
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not Took to Sir Egerton Leigh for relief, though 3 


mould have a juſt right to do ſo. I have long 
threatened to make a publication, and 7518 letter 
was not printed before he read a copy of it, in or- 


der that I might try if by a ſight of it, he could 


be moved into reformation before ſuch a ſtep was- 
taken, but finding even this application vain, I ſub- 


mit it to the opinion of a candid and generous 


public, Who c I am ſure upon reflection con- 
f. 1 it in a juſt light. 


I not only by this . endeayour to 


ſhame Sir Egerton Leigh, into reaſon, by which 
he may afterwards work himſelf into true repent- 


ance, but I give uſeful hints to thoſe of his followers | 


who may be deluded by the art of his tongue; and 


if they think proper to make a right uſe of my ad- 
vice, they may in the end find their account in ir. : 


I ſhall now conclude by declaring, I have no in- : 
tention from this Tetter than hoping it may do 


good. Malize [ Fnow is not within me, for I for- 


give my enemies, and wiſh to live in peace and 
good will towards all mankind; ; 1 wiſh to ſerve 
whom ] can, and would not go a ſtep to injure any 
one; but if good is to be worked by rough means, 

5 1 would e thoſe means ſooner than do no good 


at all, I can therefore only ſay, I have the honor 
; to be, with all due reſpect, 


Your moſt odedicar * 
humble ſervant, 


SAMUEL. EGERTON LEIGH. 
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The 


N. B. As ſome people are unacquainted with 


"IF Egerton Leigh's mode of proceeding to which 


I allude in this letter, I will explain his ſituation 


and purſuits in order that thoſe who are ſtrangers 
to him may underſtand what I have written more 
correctly. . 


Sir Egerton Leigh lives upon an eſtate, whick 
he obtained by marriage, of between three and 


four thouſand pounds per annum-it is ſituated ; 
in the county of Warwick, diſtant not more than 
_ three miles and a half from the town of Rugby,— 
Ignſtead of purſuing the line of a Gentleman, which 
was the wiſh of his father the late Sir Egerton 


Leigh, (who was his Majeſty” $ Attorney- General 


and Surveyor-General of South Carolina,) as | 


alſo the wiſh of his whole family—he has turn- 


ed a ſtrolling Preacher, ſtilling himſelf a Me- . 
thodiſt Preacher and he goes into ſeveral of 
the neighbouring villages and preaches to the 
peoplein one he gave a lantern to every perſon 


that attended his night diſcourſes, in order that 
they ſhould be able to find their way home again; ; 
this I have hinted at in my letter. He has built 


ſeveral meeting houſes, and intends as I am in- 
formed building more—one in particular that he : 
| preached in Woolſton, a village about four miles 
from Rugby—but ' the people there did not like 


his doctrine, and as they could get him away by 
no other means, they beat him, kicked him, and 


pelted him ſeveral times, [ have learnt, before he 


would leave them, and inſulted him in many other 
ways; I believe they have ſucceeded, for I do not 
imagine he will ever attempt to go there again. 
He has given away a great deal of money and 
continues to do ſo, among ſtrangers, and people 
whom he does not know.—It will not be amiſs to 
obſerve. that he never offers any aſſiſtance to his 
own Fly: on any occaſion, 


It may not t be improper to obſerve that in order - 
to check any attacks from Anony mous writers, that 
1 declare I will not pay attention to any who 
may addreſs me; 1 mention this as it is poſſible Home 5 
1 might feel ſo inclined, and therefore the hint I give L 
will ſhew their efforts to extort an anſwer from me 
will be fr uitleſs. Jam fure the world will judge 


I act right by ſuch a determination; as thoſe who 
countenance anonymous ſcribblers, countenance 


| thoſe who would afſafinate their neighbours in 5 


the dark. 


No writing can be beneſt « or deſerving of a ſen- 


ſible man's attention, that will not t bear the name of 
its author affixed to 1 


THE 


; 
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HF LETTER. 


1 be Nappy could IT con- 


ceive you were intitled to the addreſs of dear 
brother from me, and ſhould rejoice. to uſe ſo 


tender an expreſſion; but flattery is not my plan, 


I ſhall write as I feel, and addreſs you as you de- 

ſerve; your conduR towards me through life 

has been ſuch, that it is only from relationſhip 

which I cannot help, that I ſay brother, yet as 
_ repentance is poſſible even with the moſt callous : 


heart, I may ſome time or other find you worthy 
of my eſteem, and indeed ſhould delight 1 in Wit- 


neſſing ſo great 4 reformation. It is a bold at- 
tempt for ſo young a man as I am, to offer ad- 
vice on ſo ſerious and emportant a ſubje& as reli- 
gion, particularly to one ſo much older than my- 
lelf, for if I am rightly informed you have the 
advantage of me by nine years; but as I am al- 
ways happy and thankful to any one who will ad- 


viſe me where the motive is good, fo I think I may | 


offer my ſentiments, when I am convinced I act 
from the principles of juſtice. In the firſt place, 
your conduct for many years before marriage, was 
not only imprudent, but attended with vices truly 
8 iniquitous. | You arrived in England from Ame 
rica after the death of my poor father, with a 
Lieutenant's commiſſion in the army, and govern- 


ment made you ſuch an allowance as would have 


ſupported you as a gentleman in a rational life, and 
you had the . of not being incumbered = 


„ 

| by debt. So ſituated, had you poſſeſſed a natural 
principle of honor, you might have been happy, 
as you had every proſpett of enjoying your life in 
a ſociety, which would have done credit to your- 
ſelf as well as family: but your firſt ſtep was to 
enter freely into diſſipated company, and you had 


a reliſh for drinking and ſunk into every de- 


; bauchery which ſo unmanly a proceeding induced 
you to court; I ſay unmanly, becauſe when a man 
drinks to exceſs, he is no longer worthy to be claſſ- 
ed among a better race than brutes, You was not 
content to ſeek your own deſtruction, but on my 
arrival from the iſland of Madeira in the year 
1785, at which time I was a lad only fifteen years 
of age, inſtead of /eel:ing for me, as an only bro. 
ter ought, by hiding thoſe ſcenes of iniquity which 
| bad reduced you and thrown you into fo many 
unpleaſant, aye unhappy ſituations, by which alone, | 
you could and muſt have ſeen the Impropriety of 
f your proceeding; you not only introduced me 
into the ſociety of your friendly demons (for human 
| beings I cannot call them,) but you took every 
opportunity to ſtrive to perſuade me to believe, 
that a moſt diabolical mode of contriving to exiſt, 
was preferable to being content with a little in an 
Honourable way: I do not mention this lightly, 1 
| have living witneſſes who can prove the facts, and 
would if neceſſary. Great God! what a precipice 
l ſtood at the brink of, the bottom of which was 
full of confuſion and abomination. How tender 
was my age; and conſequently bow much more 
dangerous was my ſituation; particularly as! might 
have been inclined to have ow gr eat attention to 


G 
your advice, fancying you were right, judging of 
| your diſcretion from your age. But that great, 
and omnipotent being, the author of all good; ſaw 
me, helpleſs and unprotected, and defended me 
from the dreadful ſnares which wele laid againſt 
me: and I now thank Almighty God I was deaf to 
your inſtructions, and ever ſhunned the evil path 
you would have led me into. It is with pleaſure 
I refle&, (as you will find in the. 3th verſe of the 


e hens ad roverbs) that, better is a little | 


with righteouſneſs, than . revenues without 
right. 


This you know i is Jak a fall part of your evil 8 
towards me, then what duty or attention do you 


ove me, now in your days of reflection; and /o 


you would think, were you poſſeſſed of chriſtiau 


virtue; but J vill prove that your preſent plan, is 9 


founded /olely upon eſtentation and vanity, When 
a man has led a life of 1 iniquity, and ſincerely re- 
pents of his crimes, he 1s not only ſorry ſor what 
he has done with his own hands, but he diligently 
ſeeks thoſe whom he attempted to lead aſtray, and 
when he has found them, he humbly ſolicits their 
pardon, (for bumility is always becoming a chriſ- 
tian, without it, no man can be a good one,) and 
when he is forgiven, he is happy to countenance 
them and naturally adviſes them to purſue virtuous 
| paths, which he himſelf is determined to follow; | 
and if he has offended relations, he conceives bim- 
ſelf more ſtrifly bound to them, leſt his former 
inftruQtions lead them into vice, which in his 
time of reformation he views in a light of horror 
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by debt. So ſituated, bad you poſſeſſed a natural 
principle of honor, you might have been happy. 
as you had every proſpett of enjoying your life in 
a ſociety, which would have done credit to your- 
ſelf as well as family: but your firſt ſtep was to 
enter freely into diſſipated company, and you had 
a reliſh for drinking and ſunk into every de- 
bauchery which ſo unmanly a proceeding induced 
you to court; I ſay unmanly, becauſe when a man 


drinks to excels, he | is no longer worthy to be claſſ- 


ed among a better race than brutes, Fon was not 
content to ſeek your own deſtruQion, but on my 
arrival from the iſland of Madeira in the year 
1783, at which time I was a lad only fifteen years 
of age, inſtead of /eeling for me, as an only bro. 
ther ought, by hiding thoſe ſcenes of iniquity which 
had reduced you and thrown you into ſo many 
5 unpleaſant, aye unhappy ſituations, by which alone, 

7; you could and muſt have ſeen the impropriety of 
your proceeding; you not only introduced me 
into the ſociety of your /riendly demons (for human 

heings I cannot call them,) but you took every 

opportunity to ſtrive to perſuade me to believe, 
a that a moſt diabolical mode of contriving to exiſt, 
was preferable to being content with a little in an 


honourable way: I do not mention this lightly, I 


have living witneſſes who can prove the facts, and 
_ would if neceſſary. Great God! what a precipice 
I ſtood at the brink of, the bottom of which was 
full of confuſion and abomination. How tender 


was my age; and conſequently how much more 


dangerous'was my ſituation; particularly as I might 
have been inclined to wy paid great attention to 


your advice, fancying you were right, judging of 


3 your diſcretion from your age. But that great, 


and omnipotent being, the author of all good; ſaw 
me, helpleſs and unprotected, and defended me 
from the dreadful ſnares which were laid againſt 
me: and I now thank Almighty God I was deaf to 
- your inſtructions, and ever ſhunned the evil path 
you would have led me into. It is with pleaſure 
I refleR, (as you will find in the 8th verſe of the 
16th chapter of Proverbs) that, better is a little 
with righteouſneſs, than Ol; revenues without 


5 8 


This you knows is but a ſmall part of your 851 


1 towards me, then what duty or attention do you 


| ove me, now in your days of reflection; and / 
you would think, were you poſſeſſed of chriſtiau 
virtue; but I will prove that your preſent plan, 1 is 


founded olely upon oſtentalion and vanity, When 
a man has led a life of iniquity, and fincerely re- 
pents of his crimes, he is not only ſorry ſor what. 
| he has done with his own hands, but he diligently 
ſeeks thoſe whom he attempted to lead aſtray, and 
when he has found them, he humbly ſolicits their 
pardon, (for bumility is always becoming a chriſ- 
tian, without it, no man can be a good one,) and 
when he is forgiven, he is happy to countenance 


them and naturally adviſes them to purſue virtuous _ 


paths, which ke himſelf is determined to follow; 
and if he has offended relations, he conceives him- 
ſelf more ſtrifly bound to them, leſt his former 
inſtructions lead them into vice, which in his 
time of reſormation he views in a light of horror 


K 70 


and deteſtation. But what has been your conduct 


towards me? You firſt: of ah fought _ a voman to 


make à wife of 1115 912 de ae t 
z 943 lepandtob bns 433 our Bed. Nelglad, on. 


"hor! 1 iel „10% ie 22160 KY Wa. ail 8888 18 bn 
Ce aw 1 f. When you Neeb pie your 
rye you fancied, becauſe you had money, that 


vou were out of difficulties, but your difficulties 
chen were greater, you never conſidered how much 
more you had to ſtruggle in your duty towards 


God to obtain forgiveneſs than before- but to drop 


this — What was your firſt ſtep? To withdraw 
yourſelf from thoſe who had ſupported you in your 
2 miſery, to ſhun your own family who had cheriſhed _ 
vou, and to deſpiſe the very perſons who ſaved you 
from aeſtrullion. Do you not recolle& that even 
 goung as I was, how much you eſteemed wy advice 
upon moſt occaſions, you found my arguments were 


reaſonable, and 1 recommended you to that which 


was juſt, and when you were guided by me, you 


found yourſelf honorably ſucceſsful. What has 


been your conduct ſince you could live without | 
my help? You have ſhunned me, you have de- 


ipiſed me, and have taken every ſtep to oppreſs 
me, and even in your preſent ſanctified tate, you 


ceaſe not to be my enemy. In what part of this 
true account does the principles of virtue and 


chriſtianity mine forth in you: ſo far from it, 


you are fixing a ſtamp to your former iniquity, 


which makes your private life worſe than ever. 


I have frequently pointed out to you, how with- 
out much trouble you could have eſtabliſhed the 


"C41 
happineſs of your family, and my letters though 
mild and moving to a feeling heart, have by you 
been treated with filent contempt. What do you 
mean by ſuch unbecoming baughtineſs? What do 


you expect will be your fate hereaſter for ſuch 


unchriſtianlike behaviour? If you, who are but 
"al inſignificant creature of this earth, deſpiſe one 


ol your fellows, and vill not hear him, but Ne 


him, what ears can you expect God will have ſor 
you when you are inclined to call upon him; but 
| that great being, whoſe ſmalleſt grain of goodneſs 
is far preferable to the whole ſtock of virtue con- 
tainedin this world, deſpiſes no one, his cars mn 
open to all, and his hand ſtretched forth ready to 
aſſiſt us in the time of trouble; reflect ſeriouſſy on 
this ſentence of mine, and if you have any ching = 
left to delpiſe, common ſenſe will teach you to be- 
lieve it is yourſelf. I have tried every plan to bring 
you to reaſon, but without effect, I now try as 1 


have long threatened, whether you can be ſhamed _ 


into reformation by a public letter; I do not print 
7 ſolely for this purpole, but alſo with a hope 


that your followers may read it, and no longer 


ſuffer themſelves to be deluded; though I believe | 


many who follow you, do it for what they can get, 


and many who hear you, liſten to ſatisfy curioſity, 


by which they are enabled to ridicule you with | 


more correctneſs: but I pity the few who attend 
to your diſcourſe, their motives perhaps are good, 
| they, as ſtrangers, look upon your proceeding in a 
charitable and virtuous light, but they do not ſee 
every part of your condutt as 7 do, if they did 

I believe you would preach to very thin benches. 
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I much pity the lietle children left to your inſtruc. 


tion; conſider well, I beſeech you, how ſerious a 
| taſk is the education of children; you take them 
at an age when their little tender minds can be 
bent any way, you think proper to dirett them: 
take care of what you do: if in their hearts you 
eſtabliſh the principles of hypocriſy or any other 
evil, that ſame you will have to anſwer for before 
the great Judge of all mankind, on a certain day 
which muſt arrive, and perhaps is near at hand. 
| You are called charitable by ſome of the poor, 
: becauſe you give them money; but tell me, where 

is your charity? if you are to give money away, 
firſt of all examine yourſelf, and think whether 
there is no part of your Own family who ſupported 
you in adverſity, aud whom you could materially 
ſerve at a much leſs expence than what it coſts vou 
to give to people who pretend to agree with you 


in ſentiment, merely for the uſe of your pocket. 


Reflect on this, and alk yourſelf where 1s your 


charity; examine yourſelf again when you are 


building meeting houſes, and aſk your conſcience 
IRE you have no near relations who aſſiſted to 
fave you from deſtrution, over whoſe head a 
warm roof would be comfortable, and who may 
be inconvenienced to procure one; then again 
refſle& on your charity, and look upon your 
meeting houſes, and if you have only an idea of 
what virtue means, the walls of your buildings 


within whick you pretend to open the goſpel of 


Teſus Chriſt, will appear more odious to your 
fight, than would the vile remains of Sodom and 


Gomorrah, If yo u would act like a chriſtian 


0-23 * 
ſerve {hoſe who aſſiſted you in 1 ty, 55 ſeek 
to make friends with thoſe whom you have much 
injured; but diſcourſe not upon religion before 
you underſtand the principles of the chriſtian faith; 
it is preſumption to attempt to teach others, that 
which you are ignorant of yourſelf. Men are to 
be judged of here, according to their works and 


actions, not according to their words, it is ealy 
for a an artful 1 man to ay a great deal. 


What avails all 1 your drang tem of preaching 


= without good works; you prove your oſtentation 


: by ſeeking ſtrangers to praiſe you, and ſhunning 
| thoſe who have been your friends: but when this 
is brought to light how will your preaching ap- 
pear? why it will appear as I ſhall prove to you 
by the words in the firſt verſe of the 13th chapter 
of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Corinthians, wherein 
is written, Though I ſpeak with the tongues of 
men, and of angels, and have not charity, IJ am 
become as ſounding bras or a tinkling cymbal. 


Io ſpeak with the tongues of men, I ſhould con- 
ceive means to ſpeak in languages which men un- 
derſtand: therefore, let me allow you to preach 

unto the people in a ſtile of excellence, ſuperior 

do any thing ever before heard, even beyond the 

5 conception of man: what are you without charity? 
nothing: you can do nothing without grace in 

the ſpirit; by grace in the ſpirit, I mean that you 
| ſhall poſſeſs love; for by love you work in the 
chriſtian faith righteouſly, and without it you 


cannot. Ia the 2d verſe of the 1gth chapter of 


> 110”. — — 
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St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Corinthians, you will 
1 find theſe words : 


And though 1 have the gift of prophecy and 
underſtand all myſteries and al] knowledge; and 


though I have all Faith, ſo that I could remove 
mountains, and have not charity, I am n nothing. 


| 1 do not know whether you have attempted to 


| prophecy; poſſibly you have, for this ſeems to be 
an age in which prophets attempt to riſe; but you | 
| ſee by the words of St. Paul, tho” you have the 
gift of prophecy and know all things, ſtill what are 
you without charity ; nothing. Then how much 
Me: worſe even than nothing are you, who have neither 
tbe git of prophecy, or good ſpeech. I have been ; 
informed that you as well as your lady, have "| hs 
times looked up, and faid you ſaw Chriſt; this is 
a deluſion indeed: in former days viſions appear- | 
ed, and miracles were worked in order to en- 
lighten the minds of people ſufficiently to eſtabliſh 
the chriſtian faith: as ſoon as chriſtianity was 
proved to be the juſt doctrine, as has been clearly 
handed down to us, miracles ceaſed, as being no 
longer neceſſary to give us information. I am 
told a man who wants a little money has need only 
to run to you and ſay he has ſeen Jeſus Chriſt, and 
he is preſently ſatisfied: if you attend to ſuch tales 
you will doubtleſs hear of viſions enough. I 
heard that a coachman of yours had a converſation 5 


one day with our Saviour, while he was feeding 


your horſes in the ſtable; this | believe was related 
by your lady + to one ot 2 liters, and I think the 


(rg, ): 


&achman appeared to declare the fact, —that faint = 
I en you have lince diſcharged. _ 


1 eh fear you Jo not go the right road to en- 
lighten the people, 1 believe you never enlighten- 
ed ſo many as you did at the time you preſented 
each with a lantern who attended your Night 


diſcourſes on divinity in one of the neighbouring 5 


villages. 1 heard of this plan of giving every 


one a candle and lantern who attended your even- | 


ing preaching; how abſurd the idea: every poor 
man in the neighbourhood who fancied a lantern, 
: naturally amuſed himſelf by ſpending one evening 


5 with you, and he was ſatisfied. I believe indepen- : 
dent of religion you are not ſo partial to our 


glorious government as you ſhould be, I am ſorry 

for it, for your father was a great man, who held 
high places, and he found both a public and pri- 
vate friend in George the II. as well as his preſent 
Majeſty, who is belo ved by bis ſubjects. 


1 ncollef'y your comparing a certain perſonage 
to the devil on earth, and his attendants, &c. to 
his imps, ſeeking whom they might devour. 1 

: wonder a religious man, whoſe conſcience of courſe | 
is tolerably clear, ſhould diſfike a government, 

and ſtill be content to live under it and not only 

that, but ſhould condeſcend to receive an allow- 
ance from it Quarterly at the Treaſury: for my 
part if J hated the country, I ſhould not only 
throw up what was allowed me, but I ſhould ſeek 

a place to reſide in where I thought I could be 

better pleaſed. To drop this ſubject, I will return 


: 
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again to religion; as I before obſerved, if you 


would act like a good chriſtian, before you give 
money out of doors remember thoſe who ſtood 
your friends in the time of neceſſity, and return 
| unto thoſe who have loſt money to you at play, 


that which you received when they ſhould not 


have loſt ; when you have done this, and taken = 
care you do not impoveriſh your own family, then 
if you have any thing left to part with, you will 
be Juſtified in giving to a poor ſtranger who may 
ſtand in need of your aſſiſtance, and I will admit 
the act to be charitable; provided you have no 
other motive for ſo doing than really to ſoften and 
leſſen the ſufferings of the petitioner, if you hope 
for praiſe, there will be no charity in you, though 
you give all you. are worth and deprive yourſelf of 
every comfort in life. Perhaps you will Imagine 
| that as you once wrote me word you were a 
methodiſt preacher, that as I am of the eſtabliſhed ; 
church, I deſpiſe methodiſm : be afſured I do not, 
1 have looked into the principles and know no 


reaſon why a methodiſt ſhould not be as good a 


man as any other; indeed I believe no true one 
Vvould follow you who knew the difference be- 


tween your private conduct and public ſpeech. 


Let me adviſe you to give up hypocriſy and 
ſeek the true paths of virtue, and if you are 
partial to a religious life, I dare ſay you might 
in the courſe of time be enabled to deliver a dif. 
courſe in the eſtabliſhed church, perhaps you 
might procure a living upon your own eſtate, and 


that would be a reſpeQable thing; you have 
doubtleſs IIs all reaſonable eng! by your 


„„ 


konduck. but if you acknowledge your faults in 4 | 


contrite manner and reform, I have no doubt but 


you will find that charity among people, that you 
will again be well received by them, and they will 
be happy to embrace you, rejoicing at the recovery 

of one ſo nearly loſt.—It is amazing to me, that you 

did not acknowledge all your faults to the world as 
you pretended to be ſo great a penitent; tiere 


would have been policy in ſuch a ſtep, for as you 


certainly muſt have been conſcious all along that 
you did not act with charity and kindneſs towards 


your neareſt and deareſt friends, you had every 


reaſon to expect ſome of them would retail your 
7 iniquity ſooner or later, and by your doing it be. 
forehand, you would have ho far ſaved your credit. 

— What I have related in this letter is but a trifling 
hint compared to what I hall in all probability | 


bring forth, unleſs the publication has the effect J 


with it—remember what the 19th verſe of the 18th 
chapter of Proverbs ſays, a brother offended is : 
harder to won than a ſtrong city; and their con- 


tentions ; are like the bars of a caſtle. 


- Bak though I am much offended, and not with- 
out the greateſt reaſon, yet I believe Jam a brother 
nt lo hard to be won, though you have perſecuted 
me, I freely forgive you the paſt, and whenever 


you are inclined to reform come and tell me ſo, 


and if you can point out how J can aſſiſt you in it, 
i will lend you al my aid; but. beware of the 


S 


inſulted i is vain and idle; 


nns 


things I may remind you of, if you delay in your 


repentance: I have long experienced that to move 


your heart requires great ſkill, I hope however at 
length to be ſucceſsful. | beſeech you to read this 
with attention ; I was at firſt ſhocked to hear how 


you were beat and kicked, &c. in the village of 
15 Woolfton, for attempting to preach among the peo- 
ple; upon refle ion ] was glad of it, and thought 
they ſerved you right; perhaps you call that perſe- 
cut ion and ſay it gives you pleaſure, but that for you | 


would be truly ridiculous; it is very well for a man 


who hasa clear conſcience, and who takes every op- 
portunity to ſhun the paths of vice, and ſtrives all 
I his power to do good : "I is natural for ſuch a 
man to feel pleaſed when he! is perſecuted, becauſe 
be reflects with joy upon the degree of fortitude he 
1 poſſeſſes, and is delighted to think that no evilattacks 
hall check him! in his endeavours to do jultice; but 


for you, a poor miſerable finner, to delight i in being 


it ſhould bring you to 
reflect on the impropriety of your conduct, and 


determine you to purſue that which is lawful and 
right, by which you may ſave your ſoul alive. 


= have been informed that you have repeatedly 
ſaid that in the eſtabliſhed church of this country 
the goſpel i is not preached; I am ſurpriſed that you 
ſhould exhibit ſo much ignorance; indeed I can 
hardly ſay ignorance, for I have great reaſon to 
conſtrue all your actions and intentions into the 
worſt light; and ſo far from thinking you a peace- 
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able man, 1 think you preach with a have of rouſ- 
ing the minds of the people to be diſcontent in 
their ſeveral ſituations; many ſuch attempts have 
been made before by artful men who have ſtrove 
to gain their point by pretending to be religious, 
and as you do not heſitate to opprefs your nearelt 
and deareſt friends and relations, you moſt certain- 
ly would not be ſhocked at the overthrow of na- 
tions; but the walls of Old England, which are ſup- 
ported by virtue, are too ſtrong ever to be puſhed 
down byt the deliberate hands of cunning men. In 
one of your late diſcourſes I underſtand you ad- 
dreſſed the people ſaying, they were going home to 
1 mouldy cruſt while you was going toa good dinner 
and a bottle of wine; this was a great attempt in⸗ 
deed to make them feel content in their humble 
| fate; had I worded the ſentence for you, I lhould 
have ſaid, Rejoice Oh people, you who are going 1 
home to live content upon a mouldy cruſt, rejoice * 
to think it is the humble fare gained honeflly by tze 
labour of your hands, and praiſe your God who gave | 
you health and ſtrength to work for it; but as for me, 
Pity me, who am going home to a good dinner and 
bottle of wine, which I have unworthily obtained 
by the artful inſinuations of my tongue. 5 . 


This would have been more e conſlonable, and 
more like a chriſtian, as it would have been an 
endeavour, to make every one ſatisfied: in their 
ſtate but yourſelf, who deſerve not to beſo well off, 
J am married to an amiable young lady, correctly 


„ 


„ 
agreeable to the meaning and principles of ma- 
trimony, which I need not explain, as the prin- 
ciples upon which a chriſtian ſhould marry, are 
very generally underſtood ; I am indeed happy 
in my choice; I will not attempt to deſcribe her 
virtues leſt 1 fail i in the undertaking ; let it ſuffice 
to ſay, 10 e 
She is,—but words are wanting to ſay what; . 
Think what a wife ſhould be—and the 1 Is that. 1 5 


cn 35 | lady has SPAS yet 10544 up and whe 
ſhe ſaw God, and indeed I do not eſteem her the 
leſs for not having ſo much power: I doubt not 
when the time of her departure from this world 
arrives, but ſhe will truly Tejoice in ſo glorious a 
fight, and will experience all bliſs, by occupying a 
ſeat in a place where the innocent are rewarded | 
with everlaſting bappineſs. ; 1 judge by actions, 
not by words alone. 3 8 


merit ; now wilkten as fully a as 1 think neceſſary 
on the preſent occaſion, I ſhall conclude by recom- 
mending you diligently to ſeek repentance whereby 
you may obtain forgiveneſs of your fins (which cer- 
tainly weigh heavy upon you juſt now) and by the 
bleſſing c of God you may inherit the kingdom of hea- 
ven. As we have a juſt and merciful God to deal . 
wk fo we have a right to expect that the greateſt 
2 ſinners amongſt us by true repentance, may be for- 
given, but let us not delay one moment, it is pre- 
ſumption to determine to fin. to day and * to- 


( a1 5 

morrow we will ſeek repentance; as life is uncer- 
| tain, ſo we ſhould make good uſe of our time, leſt 
we be ſnatched away in the midſt of our iniquity z 
and beſides this finning to day, ſaying to-morrow 
we will repent, would in fact be no repentance at 
all: a true penitent is one who will ſuddenly feel 
aſhamed and ſorry for all his paſt tranſgreſſions, 
and will immediately ſtrive to mend his life for 
the love of God, determining to fin no more. He 
that can make up his mind to ſin for the next 


| hour to come cannot be ſorry for what is paſt, con- 


ſequently he i is no penitent, What ſort of a man 
is he who quits an evil path every time fickneſs 
| ſeizes him, and when he recovers returns to fin 
again, that man ads from fear, not from principle, 


and conſequently he will not find favour in the 


ſight of God. We ſhould endeavour to be as much 
prepared for death at the time we enjoy healtli as 

at any other time; for by ſuch a ſyſtem alone can we 
hope for happineſs; therefore let me entreat you 
to examine well your conſcience, and do your duty 
as is becoming a chriſtian; I do not know what 
will incline you more to repentance and referma- 


tion than a ſtrict attention to the holy ſcripture, , 


and the laws as eſtabliſhed in the church of Eng- 
land, for by theſe you will learn to throw off hy- 


. pocriſy, and for it you may ſubſtitute all manner 


of virtue; by which you will ſtrengthen in your 

love for God, and good will and charity towards 
| mankind; and whenever by works and actions you 
ſhew yourſelf a penitent, and will ſay unto me, 


1 


brother I I repent, , k will you forgive me, you Nall 


find yourſelf forgiven, and I will embrace you with 
all the affection that a brother ought, and ſtrive all 
that may lay i in my power, with honour, to make 


you happy; and with aſſuring you that I ſhall 


conftantly pray to the Almighty to grant me ſo joy- 
ous A day. Jremain with every fincere hope and 


will for your ſpeedy repentance and reformation, 


Your Brother, 


this, as it is ſo truly ridiculous that I am ſure I ſhould 
be at a loſs for words to * enough againſt duch a” 


proceeding: 


The 1 of le having canſtd the Printer to make ſome 


miftakes in the foregoing Pages—the candid. reader is re- 
quefted to co them in the 5 OTIS Errata. | 


In the title Page, line 11, for—when in fa& he has not a 


true ſpark: Of gratitude, humanity, charity, read—when in 


fact it does not appear as if he poſſeſſed a true ſpark. 


Page 37 20th line, for in one he gave a lantern, 22 
have been informed in one he gave a lantern, 


Page 6, 8th line, aid, that is to his own 1 family, on his fa- 


ther” 8 ſide, 


4 > SS + 
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p. 8. 1 W not e to mention 1 ave heard 
that your lady as well as yourſelf has preached oc- 
caſionally; 11 (hall however make no remarks upon 


E 


* 


